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PUBLIC EDUCATION — INCREASED DEMAND 
Statement by Minister for Education 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Education) [2.07 pm]: I rise today to make 
a brief statement on the success of Western Australia’s public education system, which has led to a significant 
increase in the demand for public secondary schooling. This increase has been acutely experienced by schools in 
Perth’s western suburbs. 

On Wednesday, 28 September 2016, I announced a comprehensive and far-reaching plan that will deliver 
high-quality secondary education to families in the western suburbs who choose public schools for their children. 
The $182 million plan is spearheaded by the new City Beach college—that is the planning name—which will 
open on the former City Beach High School site. This new secondary school in the heart of the western suburbs 
will be complemented by new and refurbished facilities at a number of surrounding secondary schools as well as 
some exciting new developments for primary schools. City Beach college will open in refurbished facilities in 
2020 for an estimated 250 year 7 students. The $60 million stage 1 building program will cater for 1 050 students 
by 2021 and following completion of stage 2 in 2025, the college will accommodate 1 600 year 7–12 students. 

I am pleased to advise that the current leaseholders of the former City Beach High School site, the 
International School of Western Australia and the Japanese School in Perth, have agreed to relocate to make way 
for the new college. The International School of Western Australia will relocate to Doubleview Primary School, 
which will be refurbished to provide both primary and secondary school facilities. A new $15.4 million state-of-
the-art Doubleview Primary School will be built on an adjacent site and will be completed in time for the 
commencement of the 2018 school year. A new gymnasium and hardcourts will be constructed, which will be 
shared by Doubleview Primary School and the International School of Western Australia. The Japanese School 
in Perth will move into refurbished under-utilised buildings on the City Beach Primary School site in 2018. 
A brand-new art, craft and music building will be built for use by students from both schools. 

To accommodate a new local intake area for City Beach college, the local intake areas of Churchlands Senior 
High School, Shenton College and Mount Lawley Senior High School will be amended. This will take effect 
when City Beach college opens in 2020. Although specific details of each of the new intake areas will be 
announced in 2017, I can confirm that residents within the existing local intake areas of these schools will, from 
2020, have an entitlement to attend either City Beach college, Churchlands Senior High School, Shenton College 
or Mount Lawley Senior High School. Also, students enrolled at their local secondary school in 2019 will be 
able to complete their schooling at that school. Younger siblings of these children will also be able to enrol in the 
same school as long as the older sibling is also enrolled and, once commenced, will be able to complete their 
schooling at that school. 

To further provide for the long-term and sustainable management of enrolments in the western suburbs, we are 
also making improvements to Carine Senior High School. The $18.77 million expansion of the school will 
increase its permanent capacity from 1 225 students to 1 525 students by 2021 and give students additional 
general and specialist classrooms. The school will also host a new gifted and talented education program, 
focused on STEM education—that is, science, technology, engineering and mathematics. This program will 
commence in 2020. To support this change, the optional local intake area that provides an entitlement for 
students to attend either Carine Senior High School or Churchlands Senior High School will be amended. From 
2024, students within this area will have an entitlement to enrol only at Carine Senior High School. These 
investments in our children’s education are in addition to the previous announcements of expansion programs at 
Churchlands Senior High School and Shenton College. A $38.8 million program is currently underway for an 
additional 750 students at Churchlands, which will increase its permanent capacity from 1 600 students to 
2 350 students. Shenton College’s $49.5 million program will accommodate an additional 1 000 students and 
increase its permanent capacity from 1 600 students to 2 600 students. 

These commitments are part of a broader plan to provide for the continued demand for public education in 
Western Australia. I am continuing to work on further initiatives, including changes to Mount Lawley and 
Balcatta Senior High Schools, that will further enhance the delivery of public education in this state. I will be 
making further announcements about these initiatives in the near future. The $182 million investment into 
schools in the western suburbs shows this government’s continued commitment to public education. This plan 
will see future generations of young Western Australians receive a public education that is equal to, if not better 
than, anywhere in the country. 
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